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Good-bye Clint...Bonjour Eric 
On September 1, the INEOS ABS 
pl 

LEPC Meeting Dates 
 

 January 9, 2013 
 

 March 13, 2013 
 

 May 8, 2013 
 

 July 10, 2013 
 

 September 11, 2013 
 

 November 13, 2013 
 
Meetings will occur at 9:00 
a.m. unless otherwise noted. 

 
  REGIONAL HAZMAT CONFERENCE / TRAINING  

The Hamilton County LEPC in conjunction with the Greater Cin-
cinnati Hazmat Unit will host a free Hazmat Conference/Training 
for the Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana region on September 20-21, 
2013.  This conference will target 1st Responders, emergency 
managements, health departments and private industry.    
 
Information on this conference can be found at the following: 
 
Website:  http://www.okihazmatconference.com/ 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/okihazmatconference 
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/OKIHazmatConf 
 
SPACES ARE LIMITED! 



 

 

Emergency Responders Train for Mass Casualty Incident  
 
By: Dana Schratt, Hamilton County Emergency Management - PIO 
 

Hamilton County Fire Chiefs Association in conjunction with emergency responders 
from across the tri-state, will engage in a simulated motor vehicle crash into the 
Hamilton County Fair Grounds grand stands causing a mass casualty incident. The 
exercise will be held at the Hamilton County Fair Grounds on May 15, 2013 from 9:00 
AM to approximately 1:00 PM. 
 
The exercise will have dozens of agencies working together to test the newly devel-
oped mass casualty incident response plan. The drill is designed to exercise and re-
fine the ability of area emergency responders to respond to a mass casualty incident 
in Hamilton County. 

  
Assistant Chief Kevin Hardwick of Glendale Fire says, “This joint exercise will allow us 
to see where problems arise and provide an opportunity to address them prior to an 
actual mass casualty event.  The drill will also allow us to test the Incident Command 
system in our region and increase interoperability of the many response and emer-
gency management agencies needed to address a mass casualty incident.”  
 
 It is estimated that over 500 people will be part of this drill including approximately 
300 volunteers serving as victims.  Volunteers are still needed.  If you would like to 
volunteer, please visit the drill website at https://sites.google.com/site/mcihcfca/ 

Twitter: @mcihcfca 

 

 

 



 

 

January 2013 
 

Local Emergency Planning Committee’s: 
 

At their December 12, 2012 meeting, the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) for-
mally adopted to implement the “E-Plan” system in Ohio, which is an accessible database de-
signed for use by LEPCs and emergency responders. The system was developed in USEPA Re-
gion 6 in cooperation with the University of Texas at Dallas. E-Plan is a secure, web-based sys-
tem that also can be accessed by facilities to submit their annual chemical inventory reports. Our 
goal is to provide a web-based reporting system for the reporting facilities and in turn provide a 
means for the state/local representatives to eliminate the time spent on data entry while gaining 
instant access to the March 1 chemical inventory reports and subsequent revisions.  LEPCs and 
fire departments will independently determine if they will accept reports through E-Plan, or if 
they will request that facilities provide hard-copy reports. 
 
As you know, the chemical inventory reports are only available upon request, so access to the 
web-based system is limited to authorized users.  Referred to as the “E-Plan Authorizing Author-
ity,” there is a strict hierarchy in place in order for access to the E-Plan system.  In essence, the 
Ohio SERC has to designate a state authorizing representative that in turn will approve additional 
individuals as local-level account authorizers. Cindy DeWulf, SERC Co-Chair initially shall 
serve as our main state authorizing authority. 
 
If an LEPC would like to use the E-Plan system to access and download the chemical inventory 
data for their county, an authorizing individual must be established by the LEPC to grant access 
to appropriate county-level individuals.   The SERC would like each LEPC wishing to use E-Plan 
to designate two (2) people to serve in this role. The local authorizing authority shall then in turn 
be the point of contact to approve others within the county planning district access to the system. 
The decision to identify county-level authorizers rests with the agencies that comprise the LEPC 
within your planning district. It is recommended that only a limited number of persons be identi-
fied as the authorizing authority. They shall serve as the point of contact to respond to local re-
quests to access the E-Plan system. Example county level authorizers can include, but not limited 
to, LEPC Chair, LEPC Information and/or Emergency Coordinator, EMA Director, county 
hazmat team coordinator, etc.  Members of the media, general public and industry should not be 
allowed access to the system either as an authorizer or a user request, so access to the web-based 
system is limited to authorized users.   

From: Beattie, Jeff       mailto:Jeff.Beattie@epa.state.oh.us  

Hamilton County LEPC has been granted access to this free program and  processed Tier II re-
ports this year that were submitted by approximately 56 facilities to the E-Plan System that were 
then downloaded to our Cameo system.  We feel this is a very safe, secure system and assists 
with rapid download of the Tier II’s and also is a great tool for first responders. 

     
E-Plan system adopted by the SERC in Ohio 



 

 

GE Aircraft Fire Department Takes Delivery of a 
New Emergency Response Unit 

Apparatus stores more equipment and gives crews more autonomy in serious incidents until  

municipal departments can arrive  

Most of my columns detail the operations and apparatus purchasing of municipal 
fire departments. Once in a while, however, I come across some interesting and 
proactive industrial fire departments that protect more target hazards, people and 
real estate than departments in some large cities. 

Case in point: the department that protects the GE Aircraft World Headquarters 
and manufacturing plants in Evendale, Ohio. The GE Aircraft Fire Department 
(GEAFD) recently took on the task of specking and ordering a new apparatus to 
replace an older unit that the department had outgrown. But first, it had to con-
vince the company that the replacement was needed. 
 
Selling the Idea 
“Approximately two years ago, we realized that we needed a bigger vehicle to 
carry our growing inventory of equipment,” says Greg Hoekzema, a security 
leader and member of the department. Previously, the department had used an 
ambulance rigged with additional equipment. 

The first objective: Form a truck committee, which for the GEAFD consisted of 
several fire inspectors, security personnel and managers. “While researching vari-
ous manufacturers, we also had to plan out the vehicle as to what it would accom-
plish and what equipment it would carry,” says Fire Inspector Larry Graham. “Just 
like our municipal counterparts, we had to convince our upper management of the 
need for the vehicle before funding could be obtained. After sitting down with our 
committee, management and the union, we decided what was best and how to 
present it to the upper financial managers.” 

GE uses a “Teaming Concept Initiative” for new proposals. “The Teaming Con-
cept is employee-driven, and shows how through self-direction you can succeed,” 
Graham says. “While funding was available through GE, we had to basically sell 
the vehicle to the company. We had to show how keeping the older vehicle would 
present more risks, and that the new vehicle was a multi-purpose unit with an 
eco-friendly engine from Ford, thereby being more fuel-efficient.”,” Geyman says. 
“Service after the sale is also good. They have a factory rep located in Columbus, 
Ohio, who can come down to do the maintenance on the vehicle. All around, we 
are happy with the purchase of the vehicle and Hackney as well.” 



 

  

 

 

 

Think Green 
Sometimes the corporate world isn’t that different from the city government world. Just 
like most fire chiefs of municipal departments, the GEAFD had to prove its case to obtain 
funding for a new vehicle. To top it all off, the vehicle had to be eco-friendly in order to 
obtain the funding. Let’s think about that for a minute. Proving you need a new vehicle to 
a board of fire commissioners, city manager, mayor or other authority having jurisdiction 
may not be uncommon. But proving the new vehicle is also eco-friendly? 

It may not be as crazy as you think. EPA engine guidelines have been plaguing the fire 
service for the past several years, and the introduction of idle-reduction technology 
makes the idea of an eco-friendly apparatus more realistic. Maybe it’s time your depart-
ment thought outside the box to get the proper funding you need for your apparatus pur-
chase—just like the GE Aircraft Fire Department did. 
 
Sidebar: GE Aircraft Fire Department 
The GEAFD is a uniformed force of 13 fire inspectors, two uniformed officers and a man-
ager of Plant Protection. The current fire protection unit was formed in 1968 when the 
previously employed firefighters and fire inspectors were combined and unionized into 
one group. 

Currently all inspectors are State of Ohio certified firefighters, EMTs and fire safety in-
spectors. Additionally, all inspectors are trained to be OSHA-compliant in Hazardous 
Materials Response—Technician Level, as well as being trained in confined-space entry 
and rescue. The department is now training for high-angle rescue duties as well. 

 The 24/7 department runs three eight-hour shifts, responding to roughly 250 alarms 
per year. The 400-acre plant designs, assembles and tests a variety of aircraft en-
gines, from military airframes to civilian airframes, helicopter engines, marine and in-
dustrial engines and engines for other applications, such as electrical generation. 
 
  



 

 

GE Aircraft New Emergency Response Unit 

Sidebar: Hackney Multi-Purpose Unit Specs 

 Ford F550 extended cab 
 Four-wheel drive 
 7,000-lb. front axle; 13,660-lb. rear axle 
 Two 120-amp alternators 
 45-amp battery conditioner with 20-amp shorepower 
 Tire pressure monitors 
 Front grille guard 
 ROM shutter doors 
 Roof-mounted hose compartment and ladder compartment 
 175-gpm CET fire pump with 300-gallon poly water tank 
 60-cfm CAFS system 
 Akron FireFox remote-controlled turret nozzle on front bumper with joystick remote control 

on cab console 
 Rear Traffic Advisor bar, split left and right 
 Whelen LED OptiScene lights, two on each side and two on rear with reverse activation 
 LED compartment light strips 
 Ground perimeter lighting 
 Whelen M-Series LED NFPA 1901-compliant upper and lower warning lights 
 Federal PA300 siren and ES100 speaker 
 FRC SPA656 LED telescoping tripod flood lights on left and right front of body 

 



 

 

 
  

Hazard Communication: Workers must be trained by Dec. 
1, 2013  
 
  
OSHA's Hazard Communication Standard is now aligned with the United Nations' Globally Harmo-
nized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals.  
  
This update to the Hazard Communication Standard provides a common and coherent approach to 
classifying chemicals and communicating hazard information on labels and safety data sheets.  
The first deadline in the implementation phase is Dec. 1, 2013, the date by which employers must 
train workers on the new label elements and safety data sheet.  
 
OSHA has prepared a number of additional materials that explain the new changes to the require-
ments of the HCS, including QuickCards, fact sheets, a list of frequently asked questions and a 
brief (PDF*) on labels and pictograms. These and other materials are available on OSHA's Hazard 
Communications page. Visit the homepage for more information: 
  
http://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html  
Article from the Cleveland State University Center For Emergency Preparedness 

UC FIRE SCIENCE TO LAUNCH 13 EMS MANAGEMENT 
COURSES, AND LEADERSHIP COURSE – FALL, 2013 
 
The new online courses are now posted on UC Fire Science web site: 
http://aerospace.ceas.uc.edu/content/dam/aero/docs/fire/Fire%20%26%20EMS%
20Curriculum%2C%20Fall%202013.pdf 
 
The new Community Paramedicine course will be taught as a “residency” on July 7-11, 
2013. http://aerospace.ceas.uc.edu/content/dam/aero/docs/fire/Mel%20House.pdf 
 
Submitted by Lawrence Bennett, UC Fire Science and Emergency Management 



 

 

A Rig Worth Sharing 
By Bob Vaccaro 

apparatusideas 
A dry chem unit for Sharonville, Ohio, 
illustrates the region’s approach to mutual aid 



 

 

Designing a new piece of apparatus for your department starts with determining the 
manufacturer, the model and the features you need, right? Wrong. Planning for an apparatus actu-
ally starts long before that—it starts with understanding your response area’s target hazards and 
needs, and how you expect the new vehicle to meet them.  Only then can you begin to design the 
actual vehicle.  This is exactly the approach that Chief Ralph Hammonds and the Sharonville 
(Ohio) Fire Department (SFD) took when they designed a new, specialized vehicle for their de-
partment. 
 
Recognizing the Need 
 
“Approximately four years ago, we began planning for a dry chem unit,” Hammonds says. “Our 
response area encompasses a great deal of truck traffic since we are in the middle of Routes 75 and 
275 just south of Cincinnati.” The community is also home to a Ford 
Motor Company transmission plant and sees a large amount of rail movement. These features 
bring a large amount of hazardous materials through the community—which in turn created the 
need for a dry chemical apparatus.  “We originally looked at a twin-agent type of unit that would 
dispense foam and dry chemical,” Hammonds says, “but because of having to stock a greater 
amount of foam, we decided against purchasing this type of vehicle. We also looked at skid-
mounted units but concluded they wouldn’t meet our needs.”  After working on the specs, the pro-
posal was sent out to competitive bidding; Summit Fire Apparatus was the successful bid winner. 
“We were happy about that because we’d purchased several pieces of apparatus from them in the 
past and were happy with their work and service,” Hammonds says.  Once the chassis was deliv-
ered to Summit, the vehicle was built in about seven months. “One of the many reasons we were 
happy with Summit building the vehicle was that it was only 36 miles from our community,” 
  
 Known as the “City of Progress,” Sharonville was incorporated in 1962 and encompasses 11 
square miles at a prime location between I-75, I-71 and I-275 in greater Cincinnati, about 18 
miles north of the Ohio River. The community includes a mix of 1,200 businesses, including ho-
tels and restaurants, as well as recreational areas, a 52-unit retirement community and a 
redeveloped downtown and Depot Square. The residential population is approximately 14,000 and 
the working population is 37,000. 
 
The Sharonville Fire Department maintains three stations that employ 75 firefighters, 36 of whom 
are career. 



 

 

Hammonds says. “We were at the factory at least several times month. This provided us with 
the ability to see the truck built from the ground up.”  The SFD’s proper planning paid off; they 
had few major changes to the vehicle during the build process. 
“The only real change was to downsize the front compartment, to make it a better fit for us,” 
Hammonds says.  Burner Fire Control of Lafayette, La., designed the dry chem portion of the 
vehicle. “What’s great about the operation of this vehicle is that you can use as much or as little 
of the dry chemical product as you need,” Hammonds says. “In some of the other units that we 
looked at, once you discharged at a fire, you have to 
dump the whole amount of dry chem and then refill.  This type of operation can be costly to say 
the least.”  Following delivery, both Burner Fire Control and Summit provided training to de-
partment members on the operation of the new vehicle. 
 
Sharing a Valuable Resource 
The SFD recognizes the power of regional collaboration when it comes to apparatus purchases 
and response, and the concept played heavily in the purchase 
of this vehicle. “Our department put in for an Assistance to Firefighters [AFG] grant in 2010,” 
Hammonds says. “It took about a year after going through a local program, then the federal pro-
gram. We were awarded a grant for the vehicle in 2011, which saved 
us a lot more money than if we’d had to purchase the vehicle all on our own.” 
Part of the conditions for the grant: making the unit available to the local USAR counties and 
states—which includes 19 counties in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana—via mutual-aid agree-
ments. “So far we haven’t had to use the vehicle on any fires, but we have trained extensively 
with the unit, not only with our own firefighters but neighboring departments as well,” 
Hammonds says.  
The vehicle responds with three firefighters and a lieutenant, as well as the duty chief. 
The SFD is also part of the Northeast Fire Collaborative (NEFC), which combines the assets of 
five communities:  Blue Ash, Loveland-Symmes, Sharonville, Sycamore and Mason. Within 
these communities, 11 fire stations support a comprehensive effort to enhance fire protection 
services.  According to a press release in 2009, when the 
NEFC was formed, through this agreement, “the departments join forces to provide safer fire-
ground operations, smarter business operations and a sensible approach to meeting mandates, 
all while providing fiscal responsibility to their taxpayers.” 
Although each department maintains its autonomy, they agree through policies and standard 
operating guidelines (SOPs) to train firefighters together, respond to emergencies using the 
closest station to the emergency and share assets, including group purchasing and equipment 
standardization.  “The communities involved place a high priority 



 

 

“The communities involved place a high priority on the safety service we provide to our resi-
dents,” the release continues. “Through these efforts we will bring to bear the full response 
capabilities of 11 fire stations and over 300 professionals on a daily basis. Our residents will 
experience an enhanced response to their calls for assistance, all the while knowing their fire 
departments are spending their tax dollars wisely.” 
 
Getting Progressive 
The SFD has determined that it can provide a better level of service to their community by 
sharing equipment and costs, while also using foresight and proper planning to design the 
apparatus it needs to get the job done. It’s no wonder Sharonville’s nickname is the City of 
Progress. 
 
Submitted by Bob Vaccaro who has more than 30 years of fire service experience. He is a 
former chief of the Deer Park (N.Y.) Fire Department. Vaccaro has also worked for the In-
surance Services Office, the New York Fire Patrol and several major commercial insurance 
companies as a senior loss-control consultant. He is a life member of the IAFC. 
To read more from Bob Vaccaro, visit www.firefighternation.com 

New Location for Air Monitor—SAYLER PARK 
In August, the Southwest Ohio Air Quality Agency began monitoring local air from a new 
sampling station in Sayler Park.  The station was previously located on the roof of the for-
mer Meredith Hitchens school in Addyston, where it was first installed in May 2005. Air 
sampling was discontinued last fall after electrical service was disconnected in the build-
ing. The school was closed about seven years ago and was demolished this past summer.  
The air monitor is now located on the grounds of the Muddy Creek Pump Station off 
Kibby Lane in Sayler Park (across the street from the McDonald’s).  The pump station, 
which is operated by the Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati (MSD), is se-
cured by a fence and surveillance equipment. 
Specific criteria had to be met for the new monitor location, such as distance from major 
roadways and accessibility.  The air agency evaluated a number of potential locations in 
Addyston and Sayler Park. The Kibby Lane site was chosen after consultation with the 
Ohio EPA, the INEOS plant, and the INEOS Public Advisory Group (PAG).  As previ-
ously done, the new station takes an air sample every six days over a 24-hour period. The 
sample is then sent to an independent lab where it is analyzed for the presence of 61 differ-
ent chemical compounds, including the three main chemicals used at the INEOS ABS fa-
cility: acrylonitrile, 1,3-butadiene and styrene.  The Kibby Lane monitor is one of three air 
toxics monitors in the county. The other monitors are located in Carthage and Winton 
Place.   
This community newsletter article was published by the INEOS Public Advisory Group 
(PAG). 


