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Cincinnati Fire Chief Richard Braun To Team Teach At U.C. 

January 10 & 11, 2013 – Mini Residency  
 

Fire Chief Richard Braun, Cincinnati Fire Division, has kindly agreed to team-teach, with Larry Bennett, 
a two day mini residency in the UC course: EMS LEGAL & POLITICAL ISSUES (20 FST 3093). 
http://aerospace.ceas.uc.edu/FireScience - click Mini Residency.  
 
Chief Braun served for 37 years with Columbus Fire Department.  On January 16, 2011 he was hired as 
Cincinnati’s first “outside hire” and has now greatly expanded ALS ambulances.  See May 3, 2011 
video: WCPO Channel 9, “High marks given to Cincinnati Fire Department EMS changes.” http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=oE6C-b7IKWs. 
 
  
Submitted by Lawrence Bennett 

DOT Revises Hazardous Materials Regulations 
 

DOT has released a final rule to correct editorial errors, make minor regulatory changes, and, in response 
to requests for clarification, improve the clarity of certain provisions in the Hazardous Materials Regula-
tions. The intended effect of this rule is to enhance the accuracy and reduce misunderstandings of the 
regulations. The amendments contained in this rule, such as correcting the spelling of “labeled” to 
“labeled” are non-substantive changes and do not impose new requirements. 
 
 
Shared with permission from Arizona SERC 
 
 

LEPC Meeting Dates 
 

 January 9, 2013 
 

 March 13, 2013 
 

 May 8, 2013 
 

 July 10, 2013 
 

 September 11, 2013 
 

 November 13, 2013 
 
Meetings will occur at 9:00 
a.m. unless otherwise noted. 

 Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
 from  

Hamilton County LEPC! 



 

 

Mobile Field Hospital 
Training Exercise a Success! 

 
The Clermont County Fairgrounds was the setting 
for a day-long training exercise on September 14, 
2012.  The exercise was a joint effort between the 
Clermont County General Health District (CCGHD) 
and Hamilton County Public Health (HCPH), in 
recognition of National Preparedness Month in 
September.  Teams from both agencies were tasked 
with constructing a wing of the Alternative Care 
Center (ACC), a 210-bed mobile field hospital 
purchased by the Southwest Ohio Public Health 
Region to be used during emergencies.  The mobile 
medical facility can provide triage, acute care, and 
inpatient treatment to victims during a disaster.  Each 
wing consists of three large tents, two connecting 
vestibules, flooring, 30 beds, medical supplies, lights, 
heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and a generator. 
 
The training exercise allowed both the Clermont 
and Hamilton County ACC setup teams to practice 
constructing the mobile hospital.  “The Clermont 
County General Health District relies heavily on 
county partners for the delivery and setup of the 
ACC,” said Emergency Response Coordinator with 
CCGHD Tim Kelly.  “The Highway Operations 
Department from the Clermont County Engineer’s 
Office is the volunteer unit designated to setup the 
ACC for Clermont County, and the Central Joint Fire 
and EMS District provides the driver and tractor-trailer 
necessary to haul the ACC and its supplies.  
 
We would like to thank them for their support.” 
“The result of this exercise is that both agencies 
now feel more prepared if the need for the ACC ever 
arises,” said Kelly.  During National Preparedness 
Month, the CCGHD encourages all citizens to be 
prepared for an emergency or disaster by assembling 
an emergency supply kit, planning ahead, staying 
informed, and getting your family, business, and 
community involved and prepared. For more 
information, visit the websites www.ready.gov 
 
Article Submitted by Pam Broughton 
 
Pictures Submitted by Dana Schratt 



 

 

EPA Announces New Electronic 
Filing System for Environmental Reviews: 

 
 
WASHINGTON – Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection  Agency (EPA) announced e-NEPA, a 
new online system that allows federal agencies to submit environmental impact statements (EISs) elec-
tronically.  Traditionally, EISs have been submitted to EPA in hard copy. e-NEPA eliminates the need to 
mail or deliver copies of EISs to EPA headquarters, reducing printing, shipping, and delivery costs.  It 
also saves time through electronic filing and e-confirmation and improves transparency, allowing EPA to 
post EIS documents to EPA’s website. 
 
“The release of e-NEPA is an important step forward in advancing the President’s commitment to 
streamline the federal environmental review process,” said Cynthia Giles assistant administrator for 
EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance.  “Through electronic filing, we are making it 
easier for federal agencies to submit environmental impact statements, allowing them  to save time and 
reduce costs, while making the process more transparent for the public.”  The National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to integrate environmental considerations into their deci-
sion-making processes by identifying the environmental impacts and reasonable alternatives to their pro-
posed actions.  To meet NEPA requirements federal agencies prepare detailed analyses known as EISs. 
 
 
EPA reviews, provides comments, and maintains a  national filing system for EISs. 
 
Beginning on October 1,  2012, all agencies are required to use the e-NEPA filing system. 
 
More information about e-NEPA: http://www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/submiteis/index.html 
 
More information about NEPA: http://www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/index.html 
 
More information about how to file an EIS electronically: 
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/submiteis/guide-to-enepa-electronic-submittalof-eis.pdf 



 

 

Holiday Decoration Safety Tips 

Trees 

Many artificial trees are fire resistant.  If you buy one, look for a statement specifying this protec-
tion. 

A fresh tree will stay green longer and be less of a fire hazard than a dry tree.  To check for fresh-
ness, remember: 

 A fresh tree is green. 

 Fresh needles are hard to pull from branches. 

 When bent between your fingers, fresh needles do not break. 

 The trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with resin. 

 When the trunk of a tree is bounced on the ground, a shower of falling needles shows 
that tree is too dry. 

Place tree away from fireplaces, radiators and other heat sources.  Heated rooms dry trees out 
rapidly, creating fire hazards. 

Cut off about two inches of the trunk to expose fresh wood for better water absorption.  Trim 
away branches as necessary to set tree trunk in the base of a sturdy, water-holding stand with 
wide spread feet. Keep the stand filled with water while the tree is indoors. 

Place the tree out of the way of traffic and do not block doorways.  Use thin guy-wires to secure 
a large tree to walls or ceiling.  These wires are almost invisible. 

 

Lights 

Indoors or outside, use only lights that have been tested for safety.  Identify these by the label 
from an independent testing laboratory. 

Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose 
connections. Discard damaged sets or repair them before using. 

Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, house, walls or other firm support to protect from wind 
damage. 

Use no more than three standard-size sets of lights per single extension cord. 

Turn off all lights on trees and other decorations when you go to bed or leave the house. Lights 
could short and start a fire. 

Never use electric lights on a metallic tree. 

The tree can become charged with electricity from faulty lights, and any person touching a 
branch could be electrocuted!  To avoid this danger, use colored spotlights above or beside a tree, 
never fastened onto it! 

Keep “bubbling” lights away from children.  These lights with their bright colors and bubbling 
movement can tempt curious children to break candle-shaped glass, which can cut, and attempt to 
drink liquid, which contains a hazardous chemical. 

CPSC 



 

 

 

Candles 

Never use lighted candles on a tree or near other evergreens. 

Always use non-flammable holders. 

Keep candles away from other decorations and wrapping paper. 

Place candles where they cannot be knocked down or blown over. 

Trimmings 

Use only non-combustible or flame-resistant materials. 

Wear gloves while decorating with spun glass “angel hair” to avoid irritation to eyes and skin. 

Choose tinsel or artificial icicles or plastic or non-leaded metals.  Leaded materials are hazard-
ous if ingested by children. 

In homes with small children, take special care to: 

 Avoid decorations that are sharp or breakable. 

 Keep trimmings with small removable parts out of the reach of children.  Pieces could 
be swallowed or inhaled. 

 Avoid trimmings that resemble candy or food.  A child could eat them! 

General Rules for Holiday Safety 

Keep matches, lighters, and candles out of the reach of children. 

Avoid smoking near flammable decorations. 

Make an emergency plan to use if a fire breaks out anywhere in the home.  See that 
each family member knows what to do. PRACTICE THE PLAN! 

Avoid wearing loose flowing clothes—particularly long, open sleeves—near open 
flames - such as those of a fireplace, stove, or candlelit table. 

Never burn candles near evergreens.  Burning evergreens in the fireplace can also be 
hazardous.  When dry, greens burn like tinder.  Flames can flare out of control, and 
send sparks flying into a room, or up the chimney to ignite creosote deposits. 

Plan for safety; Remember, there is no substitute for common sense.  Look for and 
eliminate potential danger spots near candles, fireplaces, trees, and/or electrical con-
nections.  

 

Shared with permission of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

 


