
 

 

Ohio Valley Long Term Recovery Committee 
August 28, 2016 – Flash Flooding – Hamilton County, OH 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 – 10:00 a.m. 
Norwood Community Senior Center 

 

Minutes of Meeting 
 
Members Present 
Jennifer Bieger – United Way 
James Dinkel – Tri-State COAD 
Morgan Peterson – Hamilton County EMHSA 

John Pyron – Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response 
Marilyn Wall – Sierra Club 
Jim Woestman – Church of Latter-Day Saints 

 
1. Call to Order: Chair James Dinkel called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m. 
 
2. Review of Minutes from December 6, 2016: Chair Dinkel inquired into whether there were proposed changes to the 

meeting minutes. Ms. Peterson made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Ms. Bieger.  The motion 
passed unanimously (6-0). 

 
3. Member Updates: Chair Dinkel began the meeting by reporting on the action items identified at the last meeting. 

Chair Dinkel explained that he was in the process of exchanging phone calls with Catholic Charities regarding 
available case workers and that he was not aware of any open cases with American Red Cross from the incident. 
Additionally, Chair Dinkel reported that no new information was posted to the Norwood Facebook page. Ms. 
Peterson reported that Ms. Newsom could not make it to the meeting, but sent an email with the updated number 
of people who were not eligible for the SBU program. Chair Dinkel deferred to Ms. Wall for an update from the 
Sierra Club. Ms. Wall reported that she has no new information about unmet needs and will continue to gather 
information to remain current. Ms. Peterson reported the update from the New Life Furniture Bank referencing the 
email sent by Ms. Saxton detailing the number of each item still needed for move in.  

 
Chair Dinkel requested an update from Mr. Pyron regarding the funding for a case manager. Mr. Pyron relayed that 
Luther Disaster Response explained their funding can only be used as a last resort. Mr. Pyron further elaborated that 
Luther Disaster Response inquired as to whether any MSD funds can be used to pay for the LTRC Case Manager 
position and if not why. Mr. Pyron discussed that he will continue to explain why MSD funding is not available. The 
group discussed that the role of case worker is being fulfilled for the Hillcrest Residents through the position of a 
service coordinator. Ms. Wall expressed that she can communicate with Mr. Pyron offline and explain specific 
portions of the consent decree that may assist him with forming a response to Luther Disaster Response.  
 
Mr. Pyron inquired about the process for those who are not eligible for the SBU program. Ms. Wall responded that 
people who have been determined not eligible may appeal and contact legal aid for support. Further discussion 
about the consent decree ensued. Chair Dinkel explained that the process for those who are not eligible will be for 
the LTRC to direct them to legal aid if they desire to appeal and get information about any unmet needs they may 
have. Chair Dinkel proposed that due to recent meeting attendance and no identified outstanding items to assist 
with unmet needs, the next meeting will be January 3, 2017. Inquiries were made from the group regarding the 
information Ms. Newsom had emailed. Ms. Peterson reported the information in email sent from Ms. Newsom.  
 
Ms. Bieger asked if there was anyone else the LTRC needed to contact. Chair Dinkel responded that the communities 
of St. Bernard and Norwood had been previously contacted and know that the group is here to assist if needed. Mr. 
Pyron inquired if 2-1-1 had received any phone calls. Ms. Bieger replied that no calls specific to the flood event have 
come in since the initial reports that occurred during and shortly after the flood event.  



 

 

The group discussed if additional outreach was needed. Chair Dinkel explained that outreach had previously been 
done in the affected areas at organized community meetings as well as additional door to door outreach in 
Evanston. He further expressed that, since multiple outreach activities have been completed, it is appropriate to 
wait until more information about those not eligible for the SBU program is made available from MSD for further 
action. Mr. Pyron suggested that a summarization of all completed LTRC activities be compiled. Ms. Bieger inquired 
as to whether the group should be temporarily deactivated until unmet needs have been identified and proposed 
that if the group stays active the role is clearly defined. Chair Dinkel responded that the LTRC should meet on 
January 3 and discuss holding meetings on a monthly or bi monthly basis instead of weekly. Ms. Bieger inquired as to 
whether current status is likely to change between now and January 3, 2017 especially due to the holiday season. 
The group agreed to keep January 3 as a tentative meeting date that may change based on when new information 
arises. Ms. Bieger discussed whether further action items toward finding a Case Manager for the LTRC should be 
pursued at this time since a case manager may not be warranted.  
 
The group discussed the need to learn of any unmet needs from those that are not eligible for the SBU program. 
Further discussion occurred about the need to educate people on the definition of unmet needs. Mr. Pyron 
elaborated that it is to have a house that is safe, sanitary, secure, and functional. Chair Dinkel explained that the 
process for those not eligible for the SBU program will be that individuals will be informed via letter from MSD, MSD 
will then inform the LTRC of the individuals’ information, and LTRC will contact the individuals. Chair Dinkel further 
explained that the LTRC will refer the individuals to legal aid if they desire to appeal and have them communicate 
any outstanding unmet needs to the LTRC. Ms. Bieger expressed possible privacy concerns with the process. Chair 
Dinkel responded that MSD has been working with the LTRC which is why MSD is providing this information. Further 
discussion about the consent decree, funding, and privacy concerns ensued. Mr. Pyron proposed including 
information about COAD like that in the yellow flyer with the letter from MSD. Ms. Bieger emphasized the 
importance of clarifying the definition of unmet needs. Ms. Wall discussed including this information with the COAD 
contact information.  Ms. Bieger inquired as to whether someone is still consistently monitoring information 
submitted on the COAD website. Mr. Woestman explained that requests for help can made using the contact page 
on the COAD website and that this is sent to all COAD personnel. Ms. Peterson asked for clarification on who is 
contacting MSD regarding COAD information being shared with those not eligible for the SBU program.  The group 
clarified that Ms. Wall will reach out to MSD to share COAD contact information with a brief explanation of the 
definition of unmet needs to those not eligible for the SBU program. The group further clarified that the COAD 
website will be how the individuals will notify Chair Dinkel of unmet needs.  

 
4. Adjournment: Chair Dinkel adjourned, the meeting at 11:20 a.m.  The next tentative meeting will take place on 

Tuesday, January 3, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the Norwood Community Senior Center. 
 


