
 

 

Ohio Valley Long Term Recovery Committee 
August 28, 2016 – Flash Flooding – Hamilton County, OH 

Tuesday, January 24, 2017 – 10:00 a.m. 

Conference Call 

 

Minutes of Meeting 
 
Members Present 
Jennifer Bieger – United Way 
James Dinkel – Tri-State COAD 

Ryan McEwan – Hamilton County EMHSA 
Ann Newsom – Metropolitan Sewer District 

John Pyron – Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response 
Jim Woestman – Church of Latter-Day Saints 

Elizabeth Zak – Legal Aid Society 

 
1. Call to Order: Chair James Dinkel called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 
 

2. Review of Minutes from January 10, 2017: Chair Dinkel inquired into whether there were proposed changes to the 
meeting minutes. Ms. Newsom made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Ms. Zak.  The motion 
passed unanimously (7-0). 

 
3. Member Updates: Chair Dinkel began the meeting by discussing a call he had received from someone affected by 

the flooding.  The person in question had questions about updating their claim for addition contractor work in their 
basement, and Chair Dinkel was about to point them in the right direction.   

 

Ms. Newsom told the group that a resident had discussed needing a stroller, and asked if anyone in the group knew 
of someone who could provide one.  Ms. Bieger said she would put some feelers out.  Mr. McEwan asked about an 
e-mail that was sent out from the St. Vincent de Paul about a winter coat drive, and if everyone received it.  Chair 

Dinkel said according to WCPO the coat drive went very well. 
 

Mr. Pyron told the group that he had spoken with the LDR the previous Thursday or Friday, and a decision was made 
to put the application on hold given the current lack of cases.  Mr. Pyron pointed out that this was not a “no,” rather 
a decision to wait and see if there is a need in the future.  Chair Dinkel said that was an acceptable option.  

 
Ms. Newsom said that MSD gave a presentation last week to the Economic Growth Subcommittee for the City of 

Cincinnati and discussed their claims to date.  Of over 2,000 sewer back-up locations, 1,079 claims had been 
received, and over 520 had been settled to date.  Another 250 were currently under review and would be sent to 
the residents before long.  According to Ms. Newsom, close to 70% of the claims were completed or nearing 

completion.  Ms. Newsom said the subcommittee was very supportive and MSD supplied them with the 
Ombudsman information in case there was a need for any additional follow up.   
 

Mr. McEwan asked Ms. Newsom for an update on the ten residents without furnaces or water heaters.  Ms. 
Newsom said she did not have any specific information but would follow up on the subject.   

 
Ms. Zak said there was no update from Legal Aid.  Ms. Newsom asked if anyone had asked Legal Aid to assist with a 
magistrate review of the offer.  Ms. Zak stated none have filed yet, but she believed at least five were looking into 

the process. 
 
4. Adjournment: Chair Dinkel adjourned, the meeting at 10:14 a.m.  The next meeting will be a conference call on 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. 
 


