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Executive Summary: 
Over the last week, prolonged rains along the Ohio River have led to a significant rise in water level. Water levels have 
risen along the Ohio River and its tributaries including the Great Miami River, Little Miami River, Mill Creek, Muddy 
Creek and others.  
 
At 1500 hrs. on Sunday, March 4, the Ohio River was at 46.51 ft., which is in the Action Stage. The Ohio River crested at 
60.53 ft. at 2000 hrs. on Sunday, February 24, which is in the Moderate Flood Stage. Current forecasts anticipate the 
Ohio River levels to continue to decrease.  
 
Declaration:  
Gov. John R. Kasich issued an emergency declaration for 17 counties along the Ohio River and in southern Ohio due to 
dangerous conditions resulting from severe storms and heavy rain.  An emergency declaration allows the governor to 
use state resources, including activating the National Guard, to help local officials keep Ohioans safe. 
 
Impacted counties include Adams, Athens, Belmont, Brown, Clermont, Columbiana, Gallia, Hamilton, Hocking, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Lawrence, Monroe, Meigs, Muskingum, Scioto and Washington. 
 
Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners passed a resolution declaring a State of Emergency for Hamilton 
County, at their meeting at 1100 hrs. It was unanimously approved by all three County Commissioners.    
 
On Wednesday, February 28, 2018 the City of Cincinnati City Manager Harry Black issued an emergency declaration for 
the City of Cincinnati.  
 
Hamilton County EOC Status: 
Emergency Activation Level 2 – Situational Awareness & Monitoring 
 
Hamilton County EMHSA has been monitoring the river levels closely since last week. Hamilton County EMHSA elevated 
to Emergency Activation Level 2 – Situational Awareness & Monitoring on the afternoon of Friday, February 16, 2018 for 
the potential of flooding. The Agency has sent notifications ahead of the hazard to the Hamilton County EOC Team, the 
Executive Committee, all local chief elected officials, chief administrative officials, fire chiefs, police chiefs, and public 
works directors.  
 
An event has been created in WebEOC: 2018 – February Ohio River Flooding to share information with partners. 
Situation reports will continue to be issued daily through Wednesday, March 7, 2018.  
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Current Recovery Actions: 
Residents in need of flood cleanup assistance or other personal issues can call the American Red Cross special hotline, at 
513-579-3045. EMHSA also distributed a flyer with safety information provided by Hamilton County Public Health. Flood 
Cleanup Kits will be available to residents at the Ebersole Community Center, 5701 Kellogg Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45230 
beginning Friday, March 2, 2018.  
 
The City of Cincinnati will be opening a temporary Service Center at the LeBlond Recreation Center, 2335 Riverside Dr., 
in the East End beginning at 0900 hrs. Friday, March 2. The temporary site will offer easy accessibility to the City’s 
permitting and inspection process. Representatives from the Permit Center will be available to issue permits, conduct 
plan reviews, and speak about the preliminary damage assessment process. The Greater Cincinnati Occupational Health 
Center reached out to Hamilton County EMHSA with help distributing information regarding two upcoming free flood 
cleanup safety classes, to be held at the Peaslee Neighborhood Center (215 E. 14th St. Cincinnati, OH 45202) on Saturday, 
March 3 at 1000 hrs. and Friday, March 9 at 1730 hrs. This information was shared on EMHSA social media and shared 
with the City of Cincinnati PIO for distribution. 
 
The American Red Cross, in coordination with Hamilton County and various nonprofit partners, will open a distribution 
site for flood cleanup kits at the Ebersole Recreation Center, 5701 Kellogg Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45230, on Friday, March 
2, 2018 from 1000-1800 hrs. Flood cleanup kits will be also available for pickup on Saturday, March 3, 2018 from 1000-
1800 hrs. 
 
The American Red Cross will be sending out Damage Assessment teams to the same area of operations as the City of 
Cincinnati Building & Inspections. The goal is to interface with the Building Department inspectors to be in the same 
general area of whichever inspectors are headed to primarily residential neighborhoods. The Red Cross and the Building 
Department are conducting separate inspections with specific purposes. The thought is to have them working close 
enough together to share any information that's valuable to both entities and to hopefully not stress out our residents 
by seeing multiple assessors at different times. The purpose is this information will be used to determine if there is a 
need for any concentrated volunteer efforts other than what has already been coordinated by Red Cross thus far. 
 
As of 1700 hrs. on Friday, March 2, the American Red Cross had received approximately 40 calls for assistance, most of 
which were for flood cleanup kits. Hamilton County EMHSA is providing the Red Cross with a list of volunteer groups 
who have expressed an interest in assisting with home clean-up. The Red Cross call takers will coordinate requests for 
assistance with the groups that are currently available. Hamilton County is not requesting volunteers at this time as 
there has not been a request for additional groups. Spontaneous volunteers are being referred to established volunteer 
organizations. Established volunteer organizations will be referred to the Salvation Army for volunteer management. 
The Red Cross will send applicable known people/cases that need assistance to the Salvation Army Point of Contact 
number in order to be paired with groups available to help. Any residents who want to help as a spontaneous volunteer 
will be directed to volunteer with an established volunteer organization (American Red Cross, Salvation Army, Matthew 
25: Ministries, etc.).  
 
Hamilton County Job & Family Services is offering limited financial assistance to low-income, elderly and disabled flood 
victims who qualify. This assistance is available until March 14. Those interested should contact Jamie Mansu at 
mansuj@jfs.hamilton-co.org or 513-946-7254. 
 
Hamilton County Environmental Services has reached out to impacted jurisdictions to see if they have special waste 
programs in place, to inform them of recycling options for specific items and to offer assistance. In addition, Hamilton 
County Environmental Services is communicating with residential private haulers including Rumpke and the City of 
Cincinnati to get information on their residential waste guidelines. 
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The City of Cincinnati’s Department of Public Services reported the water receded from Kellogg Ave. and crews were 
able to clean and clear the whole street. All major roads are fully open on the east side of downtown. In the 
neighborhoods of California and the East End they will continue to monitor the receding water and use street sweepers 
to clean. They expect this process to be completed by March 3.  
 
Sanitation crews continued picking up residential debris placed at the curbs. They have placed dumpsters on Delta Ave. 
near Turkey Ridge Recreational Area, and Renslar near Croslin. 20 additional staff will be assigned March 2, as the 
volume of debris is expected to increase. After Sunday, March 4, until further notice, residents of the East End and 
California neighborhoods may continue to place flood debris items at the curb. However, they first need to call 513-591-
6000 to identify the location to schedule collection. On Wednesday, March 7, 2018, the regularly scheduled collection 
day, additional staff will be assigned to the area to collect flood debris.  
 
Cincinnati DPS are planning on working Saturday March 3 and Sunday March 4. They are coordinating with CRC and 
Parks to coordinate hauling debris.  
 
Damage Assessment: 
Hamilton County EMHSA has reached out to every impacted jurisdiction to ensure they are aware of damage 
assessment requirements.  All damage assessments for both public and individual assistance must be submitted to 
EMHSA by Wednesday, March 7, 2018. 
 
The Ohio EMA and FEMA Region V are tentatively scheduled to conduct a Joint Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA) 
during the week of March 12, 2018. A Joint PDA is the first step in receiving a federal declaration. Federal, state, county 
and local officials will survey the damages looking for damaged or destroyed homes as well as impacts to public 
infrastructure and the community as a whole. Below is information collected to date: 
 
Total IA to Date: 
 0 Destroyed 
 5 Major 
 70 Minor 
 7 Affected 
 

Total PA to Date: 
 $12,170.71 
 
 
 

Anderson Township: 

 Anderson Township is in the process of assessing potentially damaged homes and business. 
 

City of Cincinnati: 

 Building & Inspections is beginning damage assessments as of 1000 hrs. Friday, March 2. 

 CAGIS has identified 935 parcels that may have been impacted by flood waters and is creating a system to 
displace the assessed properties. 

 Office of Performance and Data Analytics compiling damage assessment data 
 
Village of Newtown: 

 Individual Assistance: 
o 77 Impacted Properties 

 2 Residences with Major Damage 
 68 Residences with Minor Damage 
 7 Residences with Affected Damage 
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Colerain Township: 

 Individual Assistance: 
o 5 Impacted Properties 

 3 Businesses with Major Damage 
 2 Properties (1 Business, 1 Residence) with Minor Damage 

 Public Assistance 
o Heritage Park - $12,170.71 

  
Potential Hazards:  
Weather:  

Tonight – Mostly clear, with a low around 27. Northeast wind around 7 mph. 

Monday – Partly sunny, with a high near 48. East wind 7 to 9 mph. 

Monday Night – Showers, mainly after 10pm. Low around 36. East wind 5 to 9 mph. Chance of precipitation is 80%. New 
precipitation amounts between a tenth and quarter of an inch possible. 

Tuesday - Mostly cloudy, then gradually becoming sunny, with a high near 51. Light west wind becoming southwest 6 to 
11 mph in the morning. 

 

Though advised against it, Hamilton County residents may attempt to drive through flooded roadways which may lead 
to rescue operations. Flood waters pose a risk for infectious disease, chemical hazards and additional injuries from 
debris.  During the recovery phase, residents with flood damage should be advised on how to safely handle debris from 
the home. Assessors should also wear appropriate PPE when surveying flooded areas.  

 
Incident Information: 
Life Safety: 

Fatalities: No fatalities reported 
Casualties: No casualties reported 

 
Infrastructure: 

Road Closures:  

 Carr Street remains closed due to floodgates blocking the roadway (Cincinnati) 

 Debolt Rd. at Center St. (Newtown) 

 Debolt Road at Clear Creek (Anderson) 

 Delta Ave. is closed in some portions until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 

 East Kemper between Twightwee and Loveland (Symmes Township) 
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 Field Ertel Rd. from Route 42 to Village Woods Dr. (Sharonville)  

 Fletcher off SR 126 (Symmes Township) 

 Four Mile Road, between I-275 Overpass and Kellogg Ave. (Anderson) 

 Hoboken Alley is closed in some portions until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 

 Humbert Ave. is closed until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 

 Lakeridge Dr. (Springfield Twp.) 

 Lakeview Dr. (Springfield Twp.) 

 Mehring Way remains closed between 6th and Freeman due to floodgates blocking the roadway (Cincinnati) 

 Mile Rd. (Springfield Twp.) 

 Ross Ave. between Section and Reading (Norwood) 

 Southshore Dr. (Springfield Twp.) 

 Strader south of Wool Street is closed until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 

 West Park Rd. (Springfield Twp.) 

 Worth Street is closed in some portions until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 
 

Downtown Parking Closures: 

 All surface parking downtown south of Third Street is underwater and unavailable for use. 

 East Garage - OPEN except for the bottom level. However, the only access is from East Pete Rose Way (north 
entrance/exit). South entrance from Mehring Way will open in time for Cyclones Saturday Evening. 

 Central Riverfront Garage - upper level (P1) open entirely, lower level (P2) 80% open.  P2 clean up continues 
tonight and tomorrow; Reds and Bridge and Freedom Block complete, working on West Block.  Access to 
CRG is everywhere.  8 of 8 entrances open.  

Utility Outages: No significant outages reported 
 

Sewer:  
As of approximately 1100 hrs. Friday, March 2, the Sewer Backup stats since Thursday, February 22, 2018 are as 
follows: 

 
736 SBU Field Investigations (from Service Requests) 

 724 – Field Investigation Completed 

 8 – In Progress in field (Dispatched) 

 4 – Waiting to Dispatch (4 requested specific MSD response time of late today or tomorrow, 1 came in at 4:36 pm 
today) 

 
294 SBU Cleanup Work Orders  

 Issued to Ohio Valley Restoration for Cleaning Services (235) 

 209 – Scheduled cleaning with customer 

 26 – Scheduling cleaning with customer 

 MSD SBU Cleaning group contacting customer (59) 

 50 – Declined cleaning services 

 9 –Contacting customer to offer cleaning 
 
 

Mass Care: 

 Open Cases: No open mass care cases 
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 Sheltering: No requests for mass care shelters  

 Feeding: No requests for feeding 

 
Resource Support: 

 City of Cincinnati 

 Requested one Bobcat UTV for damage assessment. Request was forwarded to Butler County EMA and 
fulfilled by Fairfield Township Fire Department. 

 
Attachments:  
See below. 
 

 
 

For the current river forecasts please visit: https://water.weather.gov/ahps/region_forecast.php?state=oh 

https://water.weather.gov/ahps/region_forecast.php?state=oh

