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Executive Summary: 
Excessive rainfall and snow melt along the Ohio River led to flooding of the river and its tributaries in Hamilton County 
beginning Monday, February 12, 2018. The Ohio River crested at 60.53 ft. at 2015 hrs. on Sunday, February 25, which is 
in the Moderate Flood Stage. As of 0900 hrs. on Monday, March 5, the latest observed value of the Ohio River at 
Cincinnati was 45.71 ft., which is in the Action Stage. Current forecasts anticipate the Ohio River levels to continue to 
decrease. 
 
Declaration:  
Gov. John R. Kasich issued an emergency declaration for 17 counties along the Ohio River and in southern Ohio due to 
dangerous conditions resulting from severe storms and heavy rain.  An emergency declaration allows the governor to 
use state resources, including activating the National Guard, to help local officials keep Ohioans safe. 
 
Impacted counties under the Governor's declaration include Adams, Athens, Belmont, Brown, Clermont, Columbiana, 
Gallia, Hamilton, Hocking, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, Monroe, Meigs, Muskingum, Scioto and Washington. 
 
Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners passed a resolution declaring a State of Emergency for Hamilton 
County, at their Staff Meeting at 1100 hrs. on Monday, February 26. It was unanimously approved by all three County 
Commissioners.    
 
On Wednesday, February 28, the City of Cincinnati City Manager Harry Black issued an emergency declaration for the 
City of Cincinnati.  
 
Hamilton County EOC Status: 
Emergency Activation Level 2 – Situational Awareness & Monitoring 
 
Hamilton County EMHSA has been monitoring the river levels closely since the incident began. Hamilton County EMHSA 
elevated to Emergency Activation Level 2 – Situational Awareness & Monitoring on the afternoon of Friday, February 16, 
2018 for the potential of flooding. The Agency has sent notifications ahead of the hazard to the Hamilton County EOC 
Team, the Executive Committee, all local chief elected officials, chief administrative officials, fire chiefs, police chiefs, 
and public works directors.  
 
An event has been created in WebEOC: 2018 – February Ohio River Flooding to share information with partners. 
Situation reports will continue to be issued daily through Wednesday, March 7, 2018.  
 
Current Recovery Actions: 
Hamilton County EMHSA has worked closely with all impacted jurisdictions and its emergency management partners to 
ensure the needs of the residents of Hamilton County are being addressed. 
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The American Red Cross has opened a special hotline (513-579-3045) for residents to call who need flood cleanup 
assistance or cleanup supplies. Residents who need assistance with cleanup are being paired by the Salvation Army with 
nonprofit organizations and other groups who have offered assistance to residents. As of 0930 hrs. this morning, the 
American Red Cross had received approximately 42 calls for assistance, most of which were for flood cleanup kits. The 
Red Cross is transitioning to casework/community services for properties identified as major or destroyed. 
 
The City of Cincinnati opened the LeBlond Recreation Center at 2335 Riverside Dr. in the East End as of Friday, March 2, 
2018 to serve as a temporary Service Center for impacted residents. The temporary site will offer easy accessibility to 
the City’s permitting and inspection process. Representatives from the Permit Center will be available to issue permits, 
conduct plan reviews, and speak about the preliminary damage assessment process. 
 
Sanitation crews continued picking up residential debris placed at the curbs. They have placed dumpsters on Delta Ave. 
near Turkey Ridge Recreational Area, and Renslar near Croslin. 20 additional staff will be assigned March 2, as the 
volume of debris is expected to increase. After Sunday, March 4, until further notice, residents of the East End and 
California neighborhoods may continue to place flood debris items at the curb. However, they first need to call 513-591-
6000 to identify the location to schedule collection. On Wednesday, March 7, 2018, the regularly scheduled collection 
day, additional staff will be assigned to the area to collect flood debris.  
 
The Greater Cincinnati Occupational Health Center reached out to Hamilton County EMHSA with help distributing 
information regarding two upcoming free flood cleanup safety classes, to be held at the Peaslee Neighborhood Center 
(215 E. 14th St. Cincinnati, OH 45202) on Saturday, March 3 at 1000 hrs. and Friday, March 9 at 1730 hrs. This 
information was shared on EMHSA social media and shared with the City of Cincinnati PIO for distribution. 
 
Hamilton County Job & Family Services is offering limited financial assistance to low-income, elderly and disabled flood 
victims who qualify. This assistance is available until March 14. Those interested should contact Jamie Mansu at 
mansuj@jfs.hamilton-co.org or 513-946-7254. 
 
Hamilton County Environmental Services has reached out to impacted jurisdictions to see if they have special waste 
programs in place, to inform them of recycling options for specific items and to offer assistance. In addition, Hamilton 
County Environmental Services is communicating with residential private haulers including Rumpke and the City of 
Cincinnati to get information on their residential waste guidelines. 
 
Damage Assessment: 
Hamilton County EMHSA has reached out to every impacted jurisdiction to ensure they are aware of damage 
assessment requirements.  All damage assessments for both public and individual assistance must be submitted to 
EMHSA by Wednesday, March 7, 2018. 
 
The Ohio EMA and FEMA Region V are tentatively scheduled to conduct a Joint Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA) 
during the week of March 12, 2018. A Joint PDA is the first step in receiving a federal declaration. Federal, state, county 
and local officials will survey the damages looking for damaged or destroyed homes as well as impacts to public 
infrastructure and the community as a whole. Below is information collected to date: 
 
Total IA to Date: 
 0 Destroyed 
 37 Major 
 113 Minor 
 66 Affected 
 

Total PA to Date: 
 $12,170.71 
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Anderson Township: 

• Anderson Township is in the process of assessing potentially damaged homes and business. 
 

City of Cincinnati: 

• Individual Assistance (to date): 

• 134 Impacted Properties 
▪ 32 Major Damage 
▪ 43 Minor Damage 
▪ 59 Affected 

• Public Assistance 

• City of Cincinnati Fire Department – Emergency Management Division is compiling information from 
the different departments 

 
Village of Newtown: 

• Individual Assistance: 

• 77 Impacted Properties 
▪ 2 Major Damage 
▪ 68 Minor Damage 
▪ 7 Affected Damage 

 
Colerain Township: 

• Individual Assistance: 

• 5 Impacted Properties 
▪ 3 Businesses with Major Damage 
▪ 2 Properties (1 Business, 1 Residence) with Minor Damage 

• Public Assistance 

• Heritage Park - $12,170.71 
  

Potential Hazards:  
Weather:  

Today – Partly sunny, with a high near 49. East wind around 9 mph. 

Tonight – Showers, mainly before 5 a.m. Low around 37. East wind 5 to 8 mph. Chance of precipitation is 80%. New 
precipitation amounts of less than a tenth of an inch possible. 

Tuesday – Mostly cloudy, then gradually becoming sunny, with a high near 56. Southwest wind 5 to 14 mph, with guests 
as high as 29 mph. 

Tuesday Night – A chance of rain showers after 8 p.m., mixing with snow after 3 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
34. Southwest wind 5 to 7 mph. Chance of precipitation is 40%. Little or no snow accumulation expected. 
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Incident Information: 
Life Safety: 

Fatalities: No fatalities reported 
Casualties: No casualties reported 

 
Infrastructure: 

Road Closures:  

• Carr Street remains closed due to floodgates blocking the roadway (Cincinnati) 

• Delta Ave. is closed in some portions until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 

• Hoboken Alley is closed in some portions until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 

• Humbert Ave. is closed until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 

• Mehring Way remains closed between 6th and Freeman due to floodgates blocking the roadway (Cincinnati) 

• Mile Rd. (Springfield Twp.) 

• Southshore Dr. (Springfield Twp.) 

• Strader south of Wool Street is closed until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 

• Worth Street is closed in some portions until cleaning can be completed (Cincinnati) 
 

Utility Outages: No significant outages reported 
 

Sewer:  
Metropolitan Sewer District has stated the final count of calls related to the flooding was 736 SBU Field 
Investigations related to the flooding with 294 SBU Cleanup Work Orders issued. 
 
Mass Care: 

• Open Cases: No open mass care cases 

• Sheltering: No requests for mass care shelters  

• Feeding: No requests for feeding 

 
Resource Support: 

• One resource request from City of Cincinnati now complete 
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Attachments:  
 

 
 

For the current river forecasts please visit: https://water.weather.gov/ahps/region_forecast.php?state=oh 

https://water.weather.gov/ahps/region_forecast.php?state=oh

