
 

 

 

Improvised Explosive Device Search 
Procedures Course (PER-339) 

In the event of a bomb incident, it is critical to have authorized personnel onsite who know how to mitigate the risks of 
a bomb. The Improvised Explosive Device (IED) Search Procedures course, offered by the Office for Bombing 
Prevention (OBP) within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), National Protection and Programs Directorate’s 
Office of Infrastructure Protection, introduces participants to basic, low-risk search protocols and allows participants to 
practice an IED search of a facility, an area, and a route. This course will enable public and private sector representatives 
to reduce vulnerability and to mitigate the effects of IED attacks.

Participant Requirements 
The IED Search Procedures course is designed for public and private facility owners and operators and security staff that 
may be tasked with search duties during a bomb threat incident. 

Course Format and Requirements 
The IED Search Procedures course is a one-day, instructor-led course designed for a small group of up to 24 
participants. The International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET) authorizes 0.8 continuing 
education units awarded through partnership with FEMA’s Center for Domestic Preparedness. A classroom large enough 
to accommodate the registered participants with three easels for group activities is required. This course also requires 
participation from a member of the local bomb squad or emergency management office for a one-hour panel 
discussion. Additionally, an outdoor area with little to no public access and an evacuation route must be available to 
conduct the search exercises. Course modules include: 

• Module 1: Overview of Bomb Threat Management Search 
Concepts 

• Module 2: Review of Recommended Prerequisites  
• Module 3: Preparing for a Search 
• Module 4: Types of Searches 
• Module 5a: Facility Search Workshop 
• Module 5b: Area Search Workshop 
• Module 5c: Route Search Workshop 
• Module 6a: Search Assessment 
• Module 6b: Panel Discussion 

IED Search Process 
 (Source: DHS) Recommended Prerequisites 

• AWR-333: Improved Explosive Device (IED) Construction and Classification (Available at 
https://cdp.dhs.gov/obp) 

• AWR-337: Improved Explosive Device (IED) Explosive Effects Mitigation (Available at 
https://cdp.dhs.gov/obp)  

• AWR-338: Homemade Explosive (HME) and Precursor Awareness (Available at https://cdp.dhs.gov/obp) 

Contact Information 
To request this course for your organization, please contact your local Protective Security Advisor (PSA) or email the 
Office for Bombing Prevention at OBP@hq.dhs.gov. For more information on the DHS Office for Bombing Prevention’s 
Bomb Threat Management Planning course or other course offerings, please visit www.dhs.gov/obp. 
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